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February 13, 2013 

Count Dr. Jacques Rogge 
President 
International Olympic Committee Executive Board 
Chateau de Vidy 
Case postale 356 
1 001 Lausanne 
Switzerland 

Dear Dr. Rogge, 
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http:/lbraley. house .gov 

I'm writing in strong opposition to the Committee's decision yesterday to remove 
wrestling from the Olympic program. As you know, wrestling is one of the oldest 
Olympic sports, dating to the games of the ancient Greeks. Given the sport's proud 
tradition at the Olympics, I urge the committee to re-consider its decision and reinstate 
wrestling as an Olympic sport. 

Wrestling has long been a sport which broke down diplomatic barriers during 
times of international tension. U.S. wrestlers traveled to Tbilisi, Georgia during the Cold 
War, and wrestled their brothers from the Soviet Union. After the Iranian hostage crisis, 
U.S. wrestlers traveled to Tehran and opened doors for deeper understanding between 
citizens of both countries. This shining example of Citizen Diplomacy is the core value 
on which the modern Olympic movement was founded. It would be a travesty to 
consign the moments to the dustbin of history simply because of something as trivial as 
television ratings. 

I'm proud to tell you that my home state of Iowa has a strong wrestling history 
and tradition. This proud history includes wrestling legends such as Frank Gotch, Dan 
Gable and Cael Sanderson. Twenty-nine people with ties to Iowa have won World and 
Olympic Medals. I'm very disappointed that the Committee is depriving future Iowa 
wrestlers of the opportunity to achieve their dream of winning an Olympic medal. 

I urge the committee to reinstate wrestling as an Olympic sport. I ask that the 
Committee please respond to my letter within 1 0 business days informing me as to 
whether or not they will reinstate wrestling as an Olympic sport. 
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Cc: 

Sincerely, 

~:t 
Bruce L. Braley 
Member, United States 

James Ravannack, President, USA Wrestling 
Dan Gable, National Wrestling Hall of Fame Dan Gable Museum 
Kyle Klingman, Director National Wrestling Hall of Fame Dan Gable Museum 
Tom Brands, University of Iowa 
Kevin Jackson, Iowa State University 
Doug Schwab, University of Northern Iowa 
Cael Sanderson, Penn State University 


