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May31 , 2012 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary, Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave. , NW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

WATERLOO DISTRICT OFFICE 

2 19 East 4th Street 
Waterloo, IA 50703 

Phone: (3 19) 287-3233 
Fax: (3 19) 287-5 104 

DAVENPORT DISTRICT OFFICE 

209 W . 4th St . , Suit e 104 
Davenport, IA 5280 1 

Phone : (563) 323-5988 
Fa )t: (563) 323-52 31 

DUBUQUE DISTRICT OFFICE 

1050 Main S tree t 
Dubu que, IA 52001 

Phone: (563) 557-7789 
Fa x. (S63) 557· 132 4 

As you know, I wrote you six months ago asking you to investigate media reports 
that suggested airlines were moving to a less family friendly business model. I've 
attached a copy of that letter. I was deeply disturbed to learn that airlines plan to 
charge families more just to allow parents the basic ability to watch and care for their 
children. Several of the major airlines are increasing their fees for aisle and window 
seats. These increased seat prices place a significant hardship on traveling families. 
Many families are now being forced to sit a part from each other on an airplane, unless 
they pay extra money for an aisle or window seat. 

As a parent, I know firsthand how stressful traveling can be with young children. 
It's appalling to require a parent to pay more just to sit with their young child . 
Furthermore, Iowa families are often forced to pay higher prices for airline tickets due to 
increased fares at smaller airports. This being said , I urge the Department of 
Transportation to require airlines to instate a family exemption for seat fees. By 
requiring airlines to have a family exemption, it will ensure that parents are not 
separated from their young children when they are traveling. 

I ask that you please respond to my letter within 10 business days with an 
answer on whether or not the DOT will begin requiring airlines to institute a family 
exemption rule. Thank you for your attention to my request and please feel free to 
contact me if I can provide further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

~~~G~ 
Bruce L. Braley 

http://bra ley.house.gov! 
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December 19,2011 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary, Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

WATERLOO DISTAICT OFf iCE 

219 East 41h SliGO! 
Warerloo, l A 50703 

Phone: (3 19) 287 ·3233 
fax : (3 10)287 ·5104 

DAVENPORT DISTRI CT OFFICE 

209 W. 4th S I. . SUllo 104 
OnvcnpOrl , IA 52801 

Phone. (563) 323·5988 
Fax; (563) 323·5231 

DUBUQUE DISTRICT OFFICE 

1050 MaUl Slrool 
Dubuque, fA 52001 

Phono: (563 ) 557·7789 
Fax: (563) 557- ' 324 

I want to direct your attention to a recent article that appeared in the Wall Street 
Journal. This article details the travel nightmares that many families with small chi ldren 
go through while flying. I've included a copy of the article for your reference. 

As a parent, I know firsthand how stressful traveling can be with young children. 
A parent's worst nightmare is being separated from their young child because the child's 
seat was re-assigned to the back of the plane. This is something that clearly happens 
quite frequently. 

As we approach the holiday travel season, millions of families with small children 
will be traveling by air around the country. That being said, I would like to know what 
rules the Department of Transportation has in place to ease the stresses placed on 
families with small children who travel during the holidays. Please provide me with an 
answer to the following question: 

• What rules does the Department have in place to ensure that airlines do 
not separate children from their parents when traveling by air? 

o If there are no rules in place, please explain why. 

I ask that you please provide me with a response to this letter within 10 business 
days. Thank you for your attention to my request and please feel free to contact me if I 
can provide further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

~f!!r 
ht tp://braley. house .govl 
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